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Home Language Policy Document 
 

(Policy Document regarding the admittance of all pupils who do not 

use English as their home language [excluding Afrikaans speaking 

families] but nevertheless wish to pursue English as their medium 

of instruction [e.g. French, Portuguese, Asian languages, Xhosa, 

Zulu, etc.]) 

Pupils with home language other than English or Afrikaans 

The school welcomes applications from the above families but wishes to clarify its 

position so that unrealistic expectations do not arise. 

Pre and Junior Primary (Grades 0 – 3) 

1. Pupils generally grasp English reasonably quickly because of the 

environment that they find themselves in. 

2. Play, sport, class tuition, break times, videos all help to build language skills 

in a natural way. 

3. Daily assistance from a tutor will be required in order to complete 

homework tasks as well as to hear the requisite reading. 

4. Nevertheless, pupils may be held back for a short period in order to master 

the necessary language skills. Similarly, once mastered, they could be 

accelerated. 

5. The usual admittance requirements as found in the Parents’ Information 

Manual and Application Form need to be complied with. 
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Senior Primary School (Grades 4 - 6) 

1. Grade 4 is the last year for non-English speaking pupils to transition with 

relative ease to English as a medium of instruction. 

2. Grade 5 and 6 pupils will probably have to repeat a year, depending on the 

level of English, but can be accelerated once the necessary skills have 

been acquired. The level of competency is the key. 

3. Daily assistance by a private tutor will be required. 

4. The usual admittance requirements as found in the Parents Information 

Manual and Application form need to be complied with. 

High School (Grades 7 - 12) 

1. An English competency test needs to be written. Pupils need to have at 

least grasped the basics of the English language if they wish to be admitted 

to the high school. 

2. Pupils who have little or no knowledge of English will not be accepted in 

this teaching phase. The school is not geared to teaching English as a 

Foreign Language (TEFL). This is a highly specialised field of instruction. 

3. Grade 10 is the last opportunity for a pupil to enrol at ESCS. By definition, 

Grade 10 pupils therefore need greater command of the English language 

than Grade 7 pupils (see point 1). 

4. Provision needs to be made by the parents for a regular (suggest 3 times 

per week), private English tutor to assist the pupils on a one-to-one basis 

whist they do their homework. This is essential in order to give the pupil a 

chance of passing English as a subject. 

5. The usual admittance requirements as found in the Parent’s Information 

Manual and Application form need to be complied with. 

The school does not: 

1. Offer extra lessons in English to make up the backlog. 

2. Offer a specialised TEFL class (Teaching English as a Foreign Language), 

which is the ideal medium through which the pupils should be taught. 

3. Offer one-to-one tuition. There are ± 20 pupils in the class and all need the 

teacher’s attention. 

4. Take responsibility for hauling in the backlog or for bringing the pupils up to 

the correct academic standard for their grade. 
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The school does: 

Offer tuition in English that leads to an AS level qualification. In other words the 

type of instruction is of an advanced academic nature leading to university 

entrance. 

 

Some observations: 

1. Studying in any language other than one’s mother tongue is very difficult. 

2. There are no guarantees that the outcome will be successful. 

3. Hard work does not always equate with success. 

4. Two languages need to be taken in order to enter South African universities 

Korean/Zulu/French, etc. may replace Afrikaans as the second language. 

5. CIE requires that all pupils pass either English First or Second Language at 

AS Level for university entrance purposes. (ESCS only offers AS level 

English at First Language level.) 

6. At IGCSE level, pupils may take any CIE recognised language in place of 

Afrikaans as a second language, e.g. French, German, Korean, Zulu. This 

language will be taken at First Language level. It is the parents’ 

responsibility to arrange for tuition in an alternative language to Afrikaans. 

ESCS only offers English and Afrikaans as languages that can be studied. 

7. Initially the going will be tough! It takes at least two years before even the 

most dedicated and conscientious students are able to cope on an 

elementary level. 

8. Please see the relevant Academic Head as regards interpreting the above 

CIE requirements. 

9. The school's vision is to be a discipling school.  For effective discipling to 

take place and to give expression to the value of joining of hands, pupils 

need to be part of a nuclear / extended family arrangement as opposed to 

guardianship. 
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